IN SPAIN AND ITALY                    2?I
the Sacraments, divinely efficacious means of grace, the
sacred ritual, so wonderfully instructive, and the material
fabric of her churches whose liturgy and art have an
immense educational value." * They have learned that the
school is by its very nature subsidiary and complementary
to the Church.2 Hence we may read in Lumen et Vinculum
and in its Spanish counterpart, Mater Adtairabilis, of the
inter-connection of piety and recreation, the simple, child-
like celebrations of feast-days with thek processions, their
religious ritual and drama. In Spain, for instance, the
Holy Child is welcomed at Christmas time with castanets
and drums, and with charming vilkncicos. In Holy
Week the curious drama of the " Supper at Bethany "
commemorates the Gospel story while it relieves the poor
The helpfulness and spirit of self-sacrifice of the children
is called out readily by the needs of the Church in pagan
lands, and for the missions they are always ready to work
and to give generously.
Religion does, indeed, permeate every aspect of life but
not to cramp or narrow it. " The scope and aim of
Christian education," says the Holy Father, ". . . appears
to the worldly as an abstraction, or rather as something
that cannot be attained without the suppression or dwarfing
of the natural faculties, and without a renunciation of the
activities of the present life, and hence it seems to be
inimical to social life and temporal prosperity, and contrary
to all progress, in letters, arts and sciences, and to all other
elements of civilisation."s To this personal criticism the
Pope interposes the denial made years ago by Tertullian to
the pagans of his day: " We are living in the world with
you; we do not shun your forum, your markets, your baths
your shops, your factories, your stables, your places of
i Op. cit., p. 36.               * Ibid, p. 37.              a jbid^ p. 4g